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MHS Annual Spirit Week

By: Catherine Furman

 Montville High School’s annual 
spirit week had finally arrived and 
students couldn’t be more excited to go 
all out in spirit. This particular week is 
always the student’s favorite week of 
the year because they get to dress up and 
entertain each other with their creative 
costumes. Not only is dressing up exciting 
for the students, but the homecoming 
game and dance is always something to 
look forward to after the week is over. 
Although it is all fun and games, there 
is also some tension that builds between 
the four grades, such as trying to outdo 
each other’s spirit percentage and trying 
to make the best looking banner at the pep 
rally. 
  Even when the week ended the 
fun was not going stop for the students. 
The weekend started Friday night with the 
football team playing against the Plainfield 
panthers for our homecoming game. 
Saturday night was the homecoming 
dance that was attended by many of the 
student and said to be a lot of fun.

 On USA day, the senior class won 
most participation; on superhero day, the 
sophomores won most participation; on 
class colors day, the juniors took first, and 
on orange and black day, the senior class 
won the most participation again.
 At the pep rally, the bleachers 
were a sea of black and orange. About 
96 percent of students participated in 
showing their school spirit that day. The 
class of 2017 took first place for the 
banner contest and also took first place for 
most participation throughout the whole 
week. The sophomores and the seniors 
were close in competition for the yell 
contest. The judges had decided that the 
seniors would win the contest.  Besides 
the competition, many would say the 
most exciting part of the pep rally was 
when The Band Perry visited our school. 
The band was coincidently in town for a 
show the day of the pep rally, so luckily 
they were thoughtful enough to visit our 
school and cheer on out school for the 
homecoming game.

Juniors showing their school spirit.                                                  photo by: Patrick Caron 

What is it like to be a 
teacher at MHS?
By: Lilly Pastrana 
 Teachers at Montville High 
School have important jobs. Mrs. Pierce, 
a science teacher at MHS, stated that 
her favorite things about teaching at this 
school are the students because they truly 
do have a desire to learn. When asked in 
what way the students at MHS impact the 
way she runs her classroom, Mrs. Pierce 
said, “Overall, I don’t have discipline 
problems in my classroom because I work 
hard to build rapport with my students.” 
Mrs. Pierce believes that meeting the needs 
of the students who struggle academically 
has made her a better teacher for all of her 
students.  
 Mrs. Halsey, an English teacher 
at MHS, said that her classroom is 
very student-centered. “Students run 
discussions; students collaborate on 
writing projects; students choose the 
books to read,” Mrs. Halsey stated. 
She said that students are interested in 
expanding their minds. As far as discipline 
in her classroom, if someone is disrupting 
people’s learning, they are asked to 
leave. Mrs. Halsey said that teaching at 
MHS can be a stressful job because she 
is always trying to find new ideas and 
lessons to motivate her students. “I am 
constantly correcting essays. I never feel 
like I can get out from under the heap of 
the writing that we do, yet it is also the 
most rewarding part of my job,” stated 
Mrs. Halsey. 
 Ms. Walsh, also an English 
teacher, said, “You don’t need to have 
that much structure in this school because 
students truly do want to learn.” Her 
biggest struggle with teaching at MHS 
is meeting deadlines. When asked what 
her favorite thing about teaching here is, 
Ms. Walsh said, “I just love the students 
at MHS.” She said that she does not think 
that teaching at MHS is a stressful job, but 
that her duties as Drama Club advisor can 
be stressful.
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MHS SPORTS
Homecoming Game

By: Alex Clemons

 The student section roared, the 
temperature was cold, and the anticipation 
after the bye-week was high. The football 
team ran out onto the field excited. It 
was homecoming week, filled with spirit 
days and the pep rally, but the fun didn’t 
distract the team from the most important 
aspect to them: the game. It was the last 
homecoming game for the 15 seniors on 
the squad and they absolutely wanted it to 
be one to remember, so they strapped up 
and left it all on the field. 
 The whole atmosphere was 
energetic with the stands full of people 
watching the main event of the season, 
and with the new student section behind 
the end zone it made the action far more 
intense. The boys fought a hard game, 
starting it with a pass to Tyler Price for a 
65-yard touchdown and a forced fumble 
that gave them the upper hand. Right 
before half, Cody Calash threw a short 
pass, again to Price, who went down 
the field 96-yards to score the second 
touchdown for the Indians. It seemed like 

the team had the game in their hands, but 
when the time ran out at the end of the 
fourth quarter, that would not be the case. 
 The Plainfield Panthers would 
eventually score 26 unanswered points 
to win the game. It was a heartbreaking 
loss for the Indians on homecoming night, 
but that didn’t take away the hustle and 
determination they left out on the field. 
Each individual player gave their all in 
order to perform for their team and each 
effort didn’t go unnoticed. Montville 
pride was present all night. The students 
that watched the game didn’t once give 
up on their team. A loss on homecoming 
is never easy, but the support from their 
peers made it a little better. 
 The team is expected to bounce 
back from the loss and to put all efforts 
into the remaining games of the season. 
The team has four more games in regular 
season schedule and hope to make it back 
to the playoffs despite the loss now tacked 
onto their record. 

Austin Glidden mentally preparing for the game.                                        photo by: Patrick Caron

NHL Concussion 
Spotters
By: Megan Henderson
 Due to concussions becoming 
a reoccurring issue, the NHL has a new 
protocol calling for concussion spotters. 
These spotters will need to be present at 
every game.
  The spotters are going to be 
looking at all plays from another view 
point. They will have access to live video 
feed and will be able to replay it. They 
do not require to have medical training. 
Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly said, 
“No medical expertise is needed to do the 
job they are being asked to do. They aren’t 
evaluating the players or diagnosing 
whether or not they have a concussion. 
That’s the job of the doctors and trainers.” 
They do, however, need to study and take 
online seminars. 
 Spotters in the NFL have the 
ability to stop a game in order to get a 
player off the field. That is not likely to 
happen in the NHL. The NHL spotters 
are in direct contact with the trainers 
and medical staff. They will be able to 
report hard hits and if a player has visible 
symptoms. However, the decision to take 
a player out is still up to the doctors and 
trainers.
 This change came about because 
former players filed multiple lawsuits 
stating that the NHL didn’t do enough 
to protect them from the after effects of 
concussions. Also, many teams weren’t 
following concussion protocol. The 
policy was that the players suspected of 
having concussions, would be removed 
from the bench and taken to a quiet room 
to be tested.
T he New Jersey Devils recently 
announced that forward Ryane Clowe’s 
hockey career is over due to his history 
with concussions. Marc Savard of the 
Florida Panthers, has not played since 
suffering a concussion in the 2010-2011 
season. Hopefully the new concussion 
spotters will help prevent further injuries 
and keep players on the ice.
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MHS SPORTS

By: Elizabeth Whitney
 Kevin Murtha, a football player at 
MHS, is giving new players hope. After 
playing on the football team for three years, 
this year being his fourth, he has received 
a scholarship from Bryant University. 
“The coach came down (the head coach 
of Bryant), met with me, talked to me 
about the school, and officially offered me 
a scholarship,” explained Murtha.
 Murtha shared about his emotions 
when he found out. He talked about how 
he had a mixture of feelings: shocked, 
surprised and ecstatic.  “I was shocked. 
I was very happy, and I was also kind of 
surprised that he was going to do that right 
then and there.”
 He talked about how he would 
love to one day be in the NFL. However, 
he is going to Bryant with a backup plan 
in mind. “It’s very slim for people to 
make it to the league,” said Murtha. In his 

Kevin Murtha Commits to Bryant

opinion, Bryant has a very good education 
and going there would broaden his career 
choices. 
 “Go the extra mile,” he started, 
when asked if he had any advice for future 
football players that are also looking for 
a scholarship, “do those extra things 
that you need to do, like in the weight 
room [and] the classroom, put in like 
community service outside of the school. 
Show that you’re a good all around person 
and you’ll look better as a candidate then 
some others.”
 Murtha plays right tackle and 
defensive tackle. Some of his best 
moments included winning all-state junior 
year and playing for the USA national 
team. 

By: Van Heller 

 Major League Baseball (MLB) 
legend, Yogi Berra, passed away leaving 
behind his historic career as one of the best 
players of all time. He was inducted into 
the MLB Hall of Fame in 1972, and his 
playing skills were admired throughout 
his 19-year-long career including 15 years 
as an All-Star, winning the Most Valuable 
Player (MVP) award 3 times (only 4 
other baseball players have done that in 
history), and winning 10 World Series 
with the New York Yankees.
 However, Berra’s road to the 
Majors wasn’t smoothly paved. His bumpy 
ride started out being an Italian immigrant 
in St. Louis. After dropping out of the 
eighth grade, he played in local American 
Legion teams, where his catching skills 
were being molded along with learning 
other positions and batting. This league 

Yogi Berra’s Legacy

also made Berra change his name to Yogi; 
it came from a nickname his teammates 
gave him because of his catching stance, 
which they claimed resembled the Hindu 
yogi pose. After years of playing in minor 
league baseball, Berra served in the U.S. 
Navy during WWII, and then soon entered 
the Majors.
 Right off the bat, the public was 
taking notice to Berra’s skills. His batting 
was superb, hitting anything that came 
over the plate, but it was his catching 
that was getting attention. He could 
handle a variety of pitching styles while 
behind home base, and he achieved the 
highest number of games caught out of all 
catchers in the American League 8 times. 
When Berra played with the Yankees, 
after his first 2 years, Berra would go 
on and play over 100 games per season. 

He broke countless records throughout 
his career and tied for the second most 
number of consecutive seasons and the 
MVP nominations with Barry Bonds. 
After retiring from playing, he became a 
manager for NY, which emphasized his 
importance in baseball.
 Berra used his status to influence 
everyone around him. Many of his famous 
idiomatic phrases have been remembered 
for generations like “It’s like dèjà vu all 
over again,” “Baseball is ninety percent 
mental and the other half is physical,” 
and “If there’s a fork in the road, take 
it.” Berra will live on in infamy not only 
for his plays on the field, but also for his 
ridiculous sayings.

 photo by: Mike Brown
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ARTS AND CULTURE
“Leave It All On the Field”

By: Ashley Weekly

 Montville’s marching band is 
moving and grooving to the top. The band 
gained about eight points between its first 
and second competition. Mr. Ventres, 
the director of the marching band, said, 
“Making an eight point jump in one week 
is a large accomplishment in the marching 
band world where you are scored out of 
100 points.”
 The band has won the best music 
award at many of its competitions. Shaun 
Radgowski, a drum major, said, “I’m 
really happy with that. I think that the best 
music award is really good. I’m also really 
proud of the variety of performances we 
get to do.” Last year, the band traveled to 
New Jersey to perform in an NFL stadium. 
When asked about the goals for this year, 
Radgowski said, “I would really like to 
see the group click as a unit. By the end 
of the season, I’d like to see everybody 
really working together.” He also said 
their ensemble is like a well-oiled machine 
where everything fits together, and it just 
makes sense to everybody.

 Sophomore Emma Baxter, a 
member of the marching band, said, “For 
me, it’s a good way to connect with people 
that you will know for the rest of your life. 
We are kind of like a big family. It’s fun, 
and there will always be somebody there 
if you have a problem.” Baxter and Amy 
Bergman, a junior member of marching 
band, joined in their freshman year and 
“fell in love with the program.” Baxter 
and Bergman said that the band’s goal 
is always to place first, especially at the 
upcoming statewide competition. So far 
this year, the band came close to first 
place in a few competitions, but finished 
with second place. Ventres’s motto for 
the band is, “leave it all on the field,” 
to tell students to only think about their 
music when performing.Ventres says, “I 
just want them to know that we are very 
proud of them and that everything we do 
as staff is to give them the experience that 
we all had when we were involved in that 
organization.”

Life from Different 
Angles
By: Van Heller
 Picture is an understatement for 
what is being taken on Fyuse. Users share 
an interactive motion piece of the world 
that a still photo can’t compare to. The 
posts on Fyuse are groundbreaking, like 
transitions of the Burning Man festival, 
breath-taking landscapes, and simple 
human activity. Some of the most boring 
events are brought to life when behind 
Fyuse’s lens. This is just the beginning 
too; maybe Fyuse could team up with 
Instagram or Snapchat, and help share the 
world in a new light through our phones.
Fyuse enables people to take pictures that 
come out in stunning 3-D. It’s a free app 
that anyone can download on their Smart 
Phones. 
 The app is formatted a lot like 
Instagram or Twitter, where people can 
post and share pictures with the public. 
The difference is how the photos are taken. 
By holding the capture button, and either 
sliding your hands or walking around the 
object(s) (very similar to the panorama 
effect on Smart Phones), the photos can 
now be seen at all points of view. However, 
this is not panorama; this app was made to 
see things in a whole new way by trying 
to capture life and movement without 
trapping it in a 2-D state. Under the right 
circumstances, the end result of Fyuse can 
be high-quality pictures. Fyuse can also 
show movement throughout the duration 
of the picture just by tilting the phone or 
sliding on the image with your fingertips, 
and the picture comes to life.
 The app is still in Beta mode, so 
there are bugs to work out. Watching other 
pictures on Fyuse’s feed can be slow to 
load at times. Plus, there is lagging and 
possible freezing on its home screen. 
Taking pictures can be an issue because 
a photographer’s hand has to be still and 
smooth when capturing. If the shot is 
uneasy or too fast, then the quality of the 
image can be poor and choppy. Hopefully 
with time, the app can improve its issues. 

The marching band as they play at half time.                                                          photo by: Christina Chen
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ARTS AND CULTURE
MHS’s Van Gogh

By: Alex Clemons
 There hasn’t been a more 
beautifully constructed film made since 
the 2009 release of James Cameron’s 
Avatar, so it isn’t a surprise that Disney 
wants to make an extravagant land 
centered on it. The bioluminescent glow 
of the Planet Pandora’s night mixed in 
with the wild forest of the day will come 
to life in the Animal Kingdom Park in 
Walt Disney World Orlando in 2017 and 
it is long anticipated. 
 The movie was comprised of 
thrills, adventure, and love, perfectly 
suited the main focus of Disney World. 
Along with the pure beauty of the 
construction, the attraction will contain 
new rides, theatre shows, and events 
similar to those of other parks, but with the 
Avatar twist to them. Some of the named 

Avatar Land 
new attractions consist of one thrill ride, 
similar to Soarin’ in the Epcot Park, where 
visitors will take a banshee flight around 
the planet. There will be a ride similar 
to the Pirates of the Caribbean boat ride, 
but through the bioluminescent forest of 
Pandora. Of course, as is the Disney style, 
there will be theater productions that go 
along with the movie, parades that stroll 
around the land, and firework spectaculars 
that will send each visitor home satisfied. 
 It has been six years since the film 
has come out in theaters, but it still ranks 
as the top-selling movie in blockbuster 
history, which is why the next news was 
exciting for the viewers. Fox had given 
some teasers about the release dates of 
three more movies added to the original to 
make Avatar a series. This has created so 

many more opportunities for Disney, who 
are in partnership with James Cameron, 
for future expansion on the new attraction. 
They are already building this world, 
which will cost millions of dollars but will 
easily make a profit. Now they have hope 
for new ideas and new ways to create 
revenue. 
 Avatar Land will be one of the 
biggest attractions at Disney World 
when it first opens in 2017. The income 
and popularity will help the growth of 
the movie series and add to the ever-
expanding world of Disney. It will be an 
attraction for the books.

 Mr. Egan, one of the art teachers 
here at MHS, shared more about himself 
as an artist outside the classroom. “I 
always liked to draw,” he started, “even as 
a little kid, but when I was in high school 
I had taken some art classes, and I was 
pretty good, and I realized I liked it a lot.”
 Egan spoke about how he hadn’t 
originally thought about being an art 
teacher. In fact, he went to college not 
for art, but instead for an English major. 
“I thought I had wanted to write, but as 
an English major, you don’t start doing 
a whole lot of creative writing. I got 
frustrated, and I had taken some art classes 
‘cause I knew I liked art, and I was just 
taking them as an elective. After about a 
year, I switched my major to art, but my 
undergraduate is in painting,” explained 
Egan.
 He defines himself as a realist; 
Andrew Wyeth is one of his inspirations. 

“When I was younger, I really liked the 
work of like Andrew Wyeth, who’s an 
American realist. He was a 20th century 
realist which was kind of unusual because 
at the time that he was painting in a really 
realistic fashion, the trend was modern 
and more abstract type art so he was kind 
of an outlier.” He continued with, “Lots of 
people [inspire me], my father was kind 
of an amateur artist, and always liked to 
draw and paint, so that’s one person I took 
some inspiration from.”
 When asked if he had anything 
to add, Egan stated, “There’s a million 
different artists that I liked and there’s 
a lot of different artists that I would 
say influence my work and you know, 
your work evolves over time so I would 
say that my work in the last ten years is 
sufficiently different then my work was 
prior to that.”  

By:  Elizabeth Whitney  

 photo by: Emily Kewer
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OPINION
Van’s Culinary Corner: 
Cooking around the Corner

By: Van Heller

 For this issue’s installment of 
Van’s Culinary Corner (CC), instead of 
driving to a restaurant I decided to stroll 
down to the culinary department in MHS 
and see what Mrs. Burr is serving up. 
Walking into the room, I was hit with 
different smells in the air. I saw groups 
of students from different grades making 
pizzas for our faculty. It was organized 
chaos in there. People were speed walking 
with ingredients, molding fresh dough, 
spreading toppings, and popping pies in 
the oven. It looked like an authentic fast-
past pizzeria kitchen.
 I spoke to a couple of students in 
the class to see what this course was all 
about. Jack Ware (Junior) said, “I really 
like to bake, pizzas to cakes, all of it, and 
I’m excited to sell what I make here to 
staff in the school. This pizza is the most 
exciting thing we’ve made so far this year, 
but I’m hoping we’ll get to bake a cake 
this semester.”
 Burr has been a culinary instructor 
for 32 years. In an interview with her 

I asked some questions like, “what are 
some of your favorite dishes to cook?” 
She replied, “I think the pastries. That’s 
why we started the bake shop course 
because of the interest all the students had 
for baking. At first we just had basic foods 
and Culinary one and two, then we added 
café and the restaurant course, and then 
kids were asking to bake, so now we offer 
bake shop.”
 These courses sell their dishes to 
the faculty in the school. Burr explained 
that the staff is very supportive when it 
comes to the culinary classes. The students 
usually go around the school with a food 
cart selling their products for reasonable 
prices. She said that they haven’t been 
able to serve the faculty as often because 
the classes have been busy catering for 
events. Some events the class has catered 
are the alumni reception, back to school 
night, and the eighth grade parent night. 
This puts the students in real life situations 
for a better understanding of culinary. 

Refusal to Marry 
Same Sex Couple 
By: Lilly Pastrana 

 Kentucky marriage clerk, Kim 
Davis, was imprisoned for defying the 
court’s order to issue marriage licenses to 
same sex couples. Davis spent five days 
in jail and was then released by the same 
judge that had sent her to prison. The judge 
had originally said that she would remain 
behind bars until she would agree to issue 
marriage licenses. Five of her deputies 
agreed to give the marriage licenses in her 
absence.
 Davis is saying that she will 
not issue marriage licenses to same sex 
couples because of her faith. “You can’t 
be separated from something that’s in your 
heart and soul,” she told the judge.  Davis 
herself has been married four times.  She 
said, “I am not perfect. No one is. But I am 
forgiven and I love my Lord and must be 
obedient to him and to the word of God.” 
The governor cannot fire Davis because 
he does not have the legal authority and 
she does not seem to have any intention 
of resigning. Davis’s lawyer, Matt Staver, 
stated, “She will remain the clerk of 
Rowan County as long as the people want 
her.” She is a democrat and was elected 
by the people of Rowan County to be their 
marriage clerk.
 Davis does have many supporters, 
but she also has many people against 
her and her beliefs. Thomas Simpson, 
one of her supporters said, “I really like 
Kim Davis….and I just want her to know 
that there’s people who support her, and 
are basically praying for her, that she 
continues just to stay firm in what she 
believes in.” Davis has only been the 
clerk of Rowan County since January 
and previously worked for her mom for 
twenty-seven years when her mom was 
the county clerk. Staver said, “Davis 
doesn’t want her name and title affixed to 
a same sex marriage license that goes on 
in the annals of Kentucky history.”

Students creating a pizza in bake shop.                                                                     Photo By: Patrick Caron
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OPINION

By: Chelsea Tanner 
 What’s the deal with man buns? 
I’m talking about their hair people, not 
their bums. These past few years the hot 
trend for men are man buns. It’s really 
picked up since its first appearance in 
2013, and let me tell you something, I love 
it. Even though the man bun trend started 
in 2013, it fully took off in 2014 thanks 
to the hipster culture who wanted to 
differentiate themselves from their fellow 
hipster brothers who all wore slicked 
back undercuts or contour haircuts. The 
use of the man bun has even been taken 
on by male celebrities like Jared Leto, 
Bradley Cooper, Harry Styles, and Chris 
Hemsworth.
 There are many different types 
of man buns, but they are all equally 
fascinating. There’s the under-cut which 
is when only the top portion of hair is tied 
up, about 6 inches and the rest is usually 

Man Buns: Fad or Future?
buzzed or cut short. Then there is the full 
bun which is placed at the back or on top 
of the head. There is concern for these men 
though because they could start to lose 
their hair. That’s awful to hear I know, but 
it’s called Traction Alopecia, which is hair 
loss due to a pulling force at the hairline. 
I cringe at the thought of these beautiful 
men losing their wonderful little buns. 
 It’s hard to not appreciate a good 
man bun when you see one, there are 
some quality buns out there. Some guys 
can even pull off a bun better than I can. 
It definitely takes a certain head to pull 
off the bun, but I’m not objecting to a guy 
tossing his hair up. It’s trendy and quite an 
attractive look on some. Plus, it leaves an 
open view of their nice chiseled jaw lines. 
So please, men who do not have man 
buns, do the decent thing and get one; it’s 
the right thing to do.

By: Elizabeth Whitney 

 “If I had my way…There 
wouldn’t be a single lion or tiger in 
captivity anywhere in this world. They 
never take to it. They’re never happy. 
They never settle down…You can see it 
in their eyes…” said Dr. Dolittle in the 
“Voyages of Dr. Dolittle” written by Hugh 
Lofting. 
 Some may believe that zoos offer 
an educational value, yet the few minutes 
that visitors spend at each exhibit is 
hardly enough time to gather information 
or even value their existence. For 5 
summers, a care taker at the National Zoo, 
had followed 700 visitors and found that 
“It didn’t matter what was on display… 
People [were] treating the exhibits like 
wallpaper.” He continued with, “Officials 
should stop kidding themselves about the 
tremendous educational value of showing 

An Animal’s Prison 
an animal behind a glass wall.” 
 Animals in captivity are being 
stripped of their natural instincts. Birds 
have their wings clipped so they cannot 
fly, aquatic animals sometimes do not have 
adequate water, and then you have animals 
that are normally in large herds are almost 
always alone in zoos. With this, animals 
form a sickness called “zoochosis,” where 
the animal rocks itself back and forth 
constantly. It’s been so common in zoos 
that mind altering drugs such as Prozac 
have been given to the animals.
 Some may argue that zoos provide 
a safe haven to these animals. However, in 
a case of a natural disaster, there is no way 
to get the animals to safety. Animals have 
died from being poisoned, being starved, 
deprived of veterinary care, and burned 
in fires. Not to mention that some have 

died from eating coins, plastic bags, and 
a number of other items that were thrown 
into their cages. A 3-month old cub had 
to be put down after an exhibit door had 
fallen and crushed his spinal cord. A bear 
in another zoo was starved after caretakers 
tried to hibernate her even though her 
breed doesn’t hibernate.  
 A survey was done on 4,500 
elephants both in wild and in captivity. 
The elephants in captivity had a median 
life span of 16.5 yet in the wild, they 
thrived for 56 years. The elephants in 
captivity were missing out on 36 years 
of life. Can zoos explain all the acts of 
cruelty that happen within these animal 
prisons? 

 photo by: Patrick Caron
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LIFE
New CNA Class 

By:  Catherine Furman 

 This year Montville High School 
has introduced a new class called CNA 
(Certified Nursing Assisting). This class 
is a senior course where the students 
learn how to help their patients with daily 
living activities that they can’t complete 
themselves. The trainees learn how to take 
vital signs, bathe, feed and care for their 
patients. 
 By taking this class, students are 
able to become certified nursing aides by 
the American Red Cross. Enrolling in this 
class can help the training nurses become 
more interested in the nursing profession. 
It can also help them figure out their 
college major and what kind of medical 
career they want to pursue further. If they 
do decide to continue nursing, they will 
be able to get jobs in high demand nursing 
homes, rehab centers, and hospitals.
  Watching the class perform a lab, 
they seemed to be enjoying their practice. 
Half of the class was learning how take a 
patient’s pulse and vital signs, while the 
other half was learning how to cautiously 

and correctly turn a patient onto hisside 
without causing any pain. 
 JC Alvaran says, “What made 
me interested in taking this class is that 
I plan on becoming a pediatric nurse. I 
think taking this class will help me and 
other students because they say that the 
best nurses were once CNAs.”  Nurses 
from Lawrence and Memorial Hospital 
claimed that when they took this class in 
high school, it gave them the opportunity 
to become more informed and intrigued 
by the nursing profession. They were glad 
they decided to take this class when they 
were younger. 
 The students taking the class 
and the real nurses in a hospital, say that 
enrolling in the program is one of the best 
ways to get interested in being a nurse. 

Ocean in Crisis 
By: Elizabeth Whitney 

 “Our Ocean–that seemingly 
infinitely bountiful, ever so awe-inspiring 
blue that defines our planet from space is 
in crisis,” stated Marico Lambertini, the 
Director General of World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF) in a recent article. 
 The WWF came out with new 
reports. It states that almost 50% of marine 
species have declined within the last 40 
years. The main factors for this drop is 
overfishing, pollution, and a decline in 
marine wildlife habitats.
 Brad Ack, Senior Vice President 
for Oceans at WWF, said this about 
the percentages, “In less than a human 
generation, we can see dramatic losses in 
ocean wildlife. They have declined by half 
and their habitats have been degraded and 
destroyed.” There is about 500 million 
pounds of plastic in the world’s oceans. 
This takes part in the large loss in ocean 
habitats. 
  Habitats such as the coral reef 
have declined by 40%. In addition, over 
25% of marine species live in coral reefs, 
such as reef fish, which are kept healthy 
by the coral reef itself. Almost three 
quarters of the world’s reefs are in danger 
of disappearing. It’s projected that coral 
reefs will be lost by the year 2050 because 
of the warming of the water and ocean 
acidification. 
 However, the WWF tells 
everyone how they can change all of this 
and help the ocean. Some of the solutions 
mentioned in the report are: consuming 
wisely, prioritize ocean and coastal health, 
and preserve the ocean’s natural capital. 
 Ack said this as well about the 
ocean, “The good news is there are 
abundant opportunities to reverse these 
trends. Stopping black market fishing, 
protecting coral reefs, mangroves and 
other critical ocean habitats, and striking 
a deal in Paris to slash carbon pollution 
are all good for the ocean, the economy, 
and people.”

CNA students gearing up for class.                                                                           Photo by: Emily Kewer
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By: Shumoel Zafar
 “I’ve been to United States like 
two times before, and I wanted to have 
a year off and I wanted to experience 
something at the same time,” says 
Denmark Exchange student, Jonas Jensen. 
He has a strong grip on the culture in both 
countries. He says that he likes the people 
he has met so far in the U.S. more than the 
people in Denmark because the Americans 
are a lot more open and in Denmark the 
people are a little more close-minded. 
 Jonas went to a school that was 
half the size of MHS. His favorite classes 
at MHS are civics and chemistry, and 
his favorite teachers are Mrs. Parico and 
Mrs. Dorff. He says the classes here a lot 
easier and he thinks that there is not a lot 
of freedom when leaving the classroom. 
In America, Jonas enjoys playing video 
games and the guitar. He goes bike 
riding with his host brother. He enjoyed 

MHS Exchange Student: Jonas Jensen

playing soccer in Denmark. He wants to 
participate in an American sport, but not 
football because he does not understand 
the sport and does not want to get injured. 
Jonas has come to America previously on 
vacation to LA, San Francisco, Las Vegas, 
and Utah. He considers himself to be shy, 
but he tries to force himself to participate 
in class. Some of the challenges he faces 
are comprehending the English language 
when others speak. Since Jonas’s native 
language is Danish, he must concentrate 
on translating sentences from English to 
Danish to understand. 
 Jonas arrived here on August 5th, 
and is planning to go back at the end of 
June in 2016. The Browns are his host 
family. When he goes back he will go to 
college in Denmark, so his trip to America 
can be compared to taking a year off 
before going to college. 

By: Lindanicole Ramos and Staff Editor

 Although New York fashion 
week is in the past, American fashion 
trends can still be seen throughout the 
country as everyone takes notes on the 
dos and don’ts of this year’s season. Not 
only is the clothing on display, but so are 
the tall, elegant models strutting down 
the runway. At Spring/Summer for 2016 
Fashion Week, Alexis, a model from New 
York City, was center stage as she walked 
for Vfiles, a social shopping company 
that helps upcoming designers become 
more publicized. When asked about the 
clothing at fashion week, she said that 
it was very diverse and she loved this 
season’s fashion.
 Many people share the dream of 
becoming a model and wearing the latest 
clothing, but when asked what it was 
like to be an aspiring model Alexis said, 

Life on the Catwalk 

“It’s a really competitive thing, and you 
have to accept being rejected and move 
on from there.” She then explained how 
her first show wasn’t easy because she 
had no idea how she looked and wasn’t 
used to just getting dressed in front of 
many random strangers, which she found 
uncomfortable at first. Behind the scenes, 
fashion week is very hectic and it’s easy 
to get lost in the crowd. Alexis never 
intended on becoming a model either; her 
ex-boyfriend knew a photographer who 
liked her look so he began to take photos 
of her and helped her get cast for shows. 
Models often only need one good break in 
the fashion business before they climb to 
the top of the industry.
 There’s a common stereotype that 
high-end models like Alexis act arrogant, 
but this is not the case. In all honesty, she 

doesn’t seem like the type of person who 
wants to work with either Alexander Wang 
or McQueen because she is very down-
to-earth. Her style is very unique and has 
an essence of Clueless and Poetic Justice 
combined. However, Alexis doesn’t have 
a style icon and said, “I wear whatever I 
feel like. Being able to live in New York 
gives me an opportunity to wear whatever 
I feel like because I know no one will 
judge me. It’s the type of place where you 
basically just do you and go on in life.” 
Throughout the interview, she talked about 
how she really just doesn’t care what she 
wears because she’s proud of her style and 
it makes her, her. Modeling is one career 
that takes a lot of grit and self-confidence, 
and if someone remains persistent he or 
she may find themselves center stage next 
fashion week.

 photo by: Josh Anderson
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Homecoming Dance 

By: Lilly Pastrana 

  The homecoming dance took 
place on the Saturday night following 
the annual homecoming game. Lord and 
Lady, Junior Alarcon and Mady Whittaker, 
Duke and Duchess, Jordan Rivera and 
Angela Chen, Prince and Princess, Brian 
O’Sullivan and Hannah Rogers, and King 
and Queen, Quentin Duperry and Emma 
Donnell were given their crowns and 
sashes and took a picture to last in the 
yearbook for years to come. At the dance, 
there was music, disco lights, and a lot 
of dancing. In every corner, there was a 
small group of people dancing and in the 
middle for the gym floor, the majority 
of the people were partying and hanging 
out with their friends. MHS sophomore, 
Ashley Weekly stated, “My favorite thing 
about the dance was being with my friends 
after having fun with spirit week.” The 
homecoming dance lasted for about three 
hours. People requested for the DJ to play 
specific songs that they enjoyed listening 
to and he gladly agreed. The gymnasium 
was decorated with the colors of orange 

and black along with lights from the disco 
balls shining in every direction. The music 
was blasting all throughout the room. 
During the homecoming dance, there 
was a variety of refreshments provided 
in the school cafeteria throughout the 
entire event. Some students even stayed 
in the cafeteria for most of the dance with 
their peers and socialized. Not everyone 
danced; some students had a good time 
hanging out and chatting in the cafeteria 
with their peers.  The homecoming dance 
is a great way for kids to have a night out 
spending time with their friends at the 
beginning of the school year. Shumoel 
Zafar, a MHS sophomore said, “My 
favorite thing about the dance was the 
dancing; it was a lot of fun.” There were 
people from every grade level attending 
homecoming and everyone was dressed 
semi-formally. The homecoming dance 
was a perfect way for students to have a 
night off from their everyday routine and 
enjoy themselves on their Saturday night. 

Suggestions For The 
Pipeline To Trend
By: Shumoel Zafar 
 The Pipeline boxes have been 
up for a while, but still most students 
don’t know what it is. To lessen any fear 
that might be present, everyone should 
know that the comments are anonymous. 
The students that were asked about The 
Pipeline knew where it was located. The 
main concern is the public knowledge of 
The Pipeline.
 Many complaints are heard while 
walking down the hallways. A student 
may have something against the grading 
system, the school lunch, or maybe a rule. 
Kiera Moran, an MHS sophomore, says, 
“I have many complaints but did not know 
about The Pipeline until recently.” Her 
suggestion is to put up signs that explain 
what The Pipeline is. Moran would love 
to participate and share her thoughts with 
the school community and she thinks it 
is a good way to have a student to staff 
connection. Another sophomore, Luisa 
Alarcon says, “I think it’s cool to have a 
pipeline. Of course some situations cannot 
be changed but it is still a great way of 
communication between the students and 
teachers.” She thinks posters should be 
put up and more signs. Matias Hailu, an 
MHS senior, says, “I would like to see 
[the pipeline boxes] put in places where 
I know no one is watching me or where 
I can’t be seen.” He says it is good for 
people who need it and want to use it. His 
suggestion for advertisement is to hear 
about it on the announcement and have 
posters explaining it. Maybe then the 
students will try it out.
 The Pipeline is supposed to 
link the students with the teachers and 
administration of MHS and lessen the 
fear of speaking up about an issue. It is a 
handy resource for those that want to see 
change in the school, but don’t want the 
publicity.The comments are supposed to 
be put in there so the student body has a 
voice in the Climate Committee.

A group of friends as they pose at the dance.                                Photo by:  Emily Kewer
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By: Josh Anderson
What is your favorite sport to play here?
I’d say I enjoy football the most. For me, 
I like the whole team aspect. It’s a sport 
where you’re being competitive as a full 
team instead of individually, and that 
makes the experience that much better.

How long have you been playing 
football?
I’ve been playing football for about 8 
years now. I first started playing when I 
was around 7 or 8 years old, and I’ve just 
enjoyed it ever since.

What do you like the most about football?
I like how you’re being watched by the 
crowd and the team has to just fight to 
win. We have to work as a team to get 
the victory and it’s very enjoyable to me. 

Humans of MHS: Sam Kury

The whole teamwork aspect of the sport 
is something that really gets my blood 
pumping and adrenaline going.

I know you’re a sophomore, but do you 
have any plans to go out for a college 
football team after you graduate?
I would love to play for a college team. 
Most high school players would want to 
have the chance of playing in college. If 
I’m given the opportunity, I would gladly 
take it to go to any D1 team. As of right 
now, there’s no colleges that I’m dead-set 
on, being a sophomore. If there were any 
colleges out there now that were interested 
in my abilities, I’d just be really grateful 
to show them the potential I have. 

     photo by: Josh Anderson

By: Shumoel Zafar

 Students have noticed many 
unknown names on their schedules this 
year and unfamiliar faces in the hallways; 
new teachers have been staffed at 
Montville High School. Ms. Julia Berry is 
the new English teacher, she was a student 
teacher with Mr. Richmond and Mrs. 
Brooks last year. Ms. Berry is a graduate 
of MHS, and she says it’s kind of like a 
second home to her. One of her biggest 
obstacles is managing time and getting 
everything done. 
 Ms. Bridget Buckley is teaching 
geometry and algebra 2 at MHS. She is 
a first year teacher and one of her biggest 
obstacles is learning the names of the 
students and getting used to the routine 
and planning. She just finished her masters 
and fitting in free time is a struggle for 
her. Finding a routine and being able to 

New Teachers At MHS 

run, because that’s what she enjoys, is 
difficult. She says, “Work just doesn’t end 
for me in school ‘cause I still have to plan 
after.”
 The new Spanish teacher is 
Mrs. Heather Silera. One of her biggest 
obstacles she faces is the students not 
putting away their cellphones. It is her 
first year teaching and she specifically 
teaches Spanish 1. She says she loves it at 
MHS and it’s going great; the students are 
great and she loves teaching.    
 Ms. Sara Skubel is teaching 
social studies. Ms. Skubel teaches four 
classes of non-western civilization and 
one class of U.S. History. She explains 
that she thought her first year would have 
been a little tricky, but it’s going a lot 
smoother than she anticipated. “It’s been 
an amazing experience,” she says. One 

of her biggest obstacles is being the best 
that she can be. She says that it’s a lot of 
work to produce one lesson and make sure 
that every student is learning. Ms. Skubel 
comes from Virginia and says that the kids 
of Connecticut have it a lot easier with the 
workload compared to back home. 
 Mrs. Dawn Schreiber teaches in 
the special education department. She 
helps the students in learning labs and 
co-teaches English. She has found the 
MHS community to be very welcoming 
and warm. The obstacles she faces are 
learning about the school and getting to 
know everyone. She has been teaching 
officially for 3 years and hopes to enjoy 
working at MHS. 
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By: Ashley Weekly
 Last issue’s Guess the Teacher 
was Ms. Joslin, a social studies teacher. 
This issue’s Guess the Teacher would 
rather spend a week in the desert than eat 
a spider. The insect he is most afraid of 
is the scorpion. He has never eaten one 
of the lollipops with a scorpion inside. 
His favorite pizza topping is bacon. His 
favorite ice cream flavor is chocolate. 
He owns dogs, cats, chickens, horses, 
cows, and goats. His favorite pet is a 
dog named Ribbit. He would definitely 
eat a bowl of crickets if he was paid 
$50,000. The saying that he does not like 
hearing from students is, “I don’t get it.” 
The strangest food he has ever eaten is 
squirrel meat with spaghetti sauce. He 
listens to all genres of music and does 
not have a favorite song. He has never 
eaten the edible part of a cactus. He has 

Guess the Teacher

been to Canada. The travel site that most 
interests him is the Fallingwater house. If 
he could have any job for a day, he would 
be Santa Claus. If he could have dinner 
with a famous person, he would eat with 
Benjamin Franklin, and he would cook for 
him instead of going to a restaurant. He 
would rather live in Antarctica amongst 
the penguins than live in Florida amongst 
the crocodiles. His favorite season is fall 
because there is less mud. He doesn’t 
have a favorite food. His favorite candy 
is a peppermint patty. His favorite color is 
red. He would rather travel 500 years into 
the future than 500 years into the past. He 
would rather spend the day at an aquarium 
than spend the day fishing in the ocean. 
He did coursework with the University of 
Maine, the University of Hartford, and the 
University of Montana. He prefers dogs 

By: Chelsea Tanner

 “Transgender” is a word we hear 
a lot more with much more ease. In the 
past year, the transgender community has 
really taken a turn in the right direction for 
itself. Names like Caitlyn Jenner, Lavern 
Cox, and Jazz Jennings cause one thing to 
come to mind. These women are all a part 
of the transgender community.
 It has been nearly a year since 
the Supreme Court legalized same sex 
marriage and even less time since it was 
legalized nationwide. Now there is another 
civil rights movement that’s challenging 
the long-held cultural norms and beliefs. 
This community is finding its voice and 
speaking out for its equal rights. If society 
can make big changes in the world with 
campaigns like HeForShe, which was 
brought to the UN by Emma Watson 
and stands up for gender equality, why 

Life is Equal

can’t these brave faces of the transgender 
community do the same thing for what 
they believe in? That is why people like 
Jill Soloway urge others to support the 
transgender Equality bill. This bill would 
add “gender identity” to the preexisting list 
of legal protections from discrimination. 
Soloway talked about this bill during her 
acceptance speech when she won the Best 
Directing award for a comedy series at the 
2015 Primetime Emmys for the acclaimed 
Amazon series “Transparent.”
 Transgender people and people 
involved in the community are really trying 
to push their message and get the support 
they need to pass this bill. The transgender 
revolution still has a long way to go. 
Transgender people are significantly more 
likely to be impoverished, unemployed 
and suicidal than others. They represent 

a sliver of the population, an estimated 
0.5%, which can make it harder for them 
to gain the acceptance they are searching 
for. This is why they need help from 
everyone willing to do so. In a recent 
survey conducted by the Public Religion 
Research Institute, 65% of Americans said 
they have a close friend or family member 
who is homosexual, while 9% said they 
have one who is transgender. As the 
transgender movement gains momentum, 
they are faced with many obstacles. 
But perhaps the biggest obstacle is that 
transgender people live in a world largely 
built on a fixed and binary definition of 
what gender means. They are unwelcome 
in many places and that is a constant 
reminder that they don’t belong. Who are 
we to say who belongs and who doesn’t? 
Love is love and life is equal. 

A clue to the teacher’s identity
Photo by: Kaylee Kingston

rather than cats. He would rather drink 
strawberry milk than chocolate milk. He 
is not the tallest in his family. His favorite 
phrase to say to students is, “The gravity 
is on.”


